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EUROPA : ‘How badly it has. ‘worn! I couldn't possibly be seen in such a patched-up ‘old 
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"garment. If you employed women as well as men in this establishment, perbaps you could turn Se 
me out a Peace cloak that would last.” 


war the United. States the " Women's War on War” based on the sam? demand for the of women 


| 4s: hy WN | 
| 
4 
VY | | Lf, / | 
V4 = 7/77 | | 
| i 
BS 


¥a 


o 


- 


-Speakers—Mrs. Ben 


-ments permitting). 


cold, damp weather, a large crowd assembled 


ats 


side. 
the audience, which was attentive and sympa- | 


tickets at once for the great meéting in Kings- 
. way Hall on February 25 (see Campaign). The 


VOTES FOR WOMEN. 


“J ANDARY 29, 


3, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C. Telephone, Regent 5150 es 
‘Colours: Purple, White and Orange 


THE CAMPAIGN | 


U.S. Meetings 

Thursday, January 26, 8 p.m.— Public Meet- 
ing.— Chorley Wood Hotel, Masonic Room. 
Speaker: Miss Evelyn Sharp. Admission free. 

Saturday. January 30, 8 p.m, — Children’s 
Party.— U.S. Women’s Club. List of children 
and helpers now closed. __ 

Tuesday, February 2, 8 p.m.—Open Meeting.— 
U.S. Women’s Club. Speaker: Mrs. Porch. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 8 p.m.—PUBLIC MEET- 
ING IN THE KINGSWAY HALL.—Tickets: Reserved, 
2s. 6d. and ls. ; and Unreserved, 6d., can ine 
be obtained from the General Secrataty, 3, 
Adam Street. Chair—Miss Evelyn Sharp; 
Webster (Miss © May 
Whitty), Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck, Mr. Israel 
Zangwill, and Mr. H. W. Massingham (engage 


OUTDOOR | 
Monday, February 1, 3 p.m. — Liverpool 
Street and Walworth Road. Mrs. Gow. i 
Wednesday, February 3, 8 p.m:— Larcom 
Street and Walworth Road. Miss Fraser 
Smith, Mr. Clifford Rowe.» 


DEPUTATION TO WAR OFFICE 

Our account of the Suffragist deputation to 
the War: Office last Monday, at which Mrs. 
Cavendish Bentinck represented the U.S., will 
be found on page 150. 


THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
London and Edinburgh 
Both in Lendon and Edinburgh mass’ demon- 
strations were held at the week-end. (For the 
account of the Edinburgh one, see below.) In 
Trafalgar Square, last Sunday, in spite of the 


and passed. with acclamation the resolutions put 
nail the three platforms, protesting against 

“all legislation by which soldiers’ wives are 
insulted, restrictions aré enforced against 
women only, and vice is regulated in a way that 
protects men only,” ard demanding “the enfran-. 
chisement of women without further delay.” 
Nowhere was the crowd more dense than at the 
East Plinth, where Mrs. Ayrton. Gould pre- 
sided, and Mr. George Lansbury, Miss Evelyn 
Sharp, Miss Nina Boyle, Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, 
and the Rev. Charles Wills spoke. Several of. 
these spoke from all three platforms, and Mrs. 
Despard had a great teception on the North 
Large numbers of men in khaki were in 


thetic throughout. 


KINGSWAY HALL MEETING 


Our readers are recommended to take their 


speakers will deal with all the special points 
which have arisen in connection with women and 
women’s liberties since war broke’ out, and 


further, with the wider issue of the necessity for 
women’s enfranchisement before Peace is made. 
The opinion of the U.S. on this important 


matter will be found in our leading article, on | 
page 140. 


U.S. WOMEN'S CLUB 3 
92, Borough Road, S.E. 
Our Club is quickly gaining a sure place in 

the affections of its members and their friends. 

One girl member last week brought in six work- 


way from work. “They wouldn’t believe me: 
when I told them’ about our Club, so I says, 
‘Just you come along with me and see!’ ” 

- So many new members have joined that’ on 
‘Tuesday evening; when Mrs. Dransfield spoke 
at the weekly uffrage meeting, the audience 
extended to the landing and down the stairs. 
Gifts of food will be heartily welcomed, and 
|acknowledgments are due to Mrs. Ayrton 
‘Gould and Mrs. Parkyn for cakes, and to a 
country friend for flowers and 2lbs of butter. 


The Children’s Party 


About 150 children and mothers are ex 
at to-morrow’s children’s party (Saturday), which 
will be held in a neighbouring’ hall. The pro- 
ceedings will begin with tea, after which an 
entertainment will be held, ‘including @ con- 
juror, fairy tales by er Evelyn Sharp, and 
dancing and. music. 
Christmas, will TuAcibute: toys. Many thanks 
are due to .the following for gifts: Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Gow, Miss Hickey, and Mrs. Terens; and 


‘|. to Miss Fox for kindly superintending the toys. 


Sufficient helpers have volunteered for the 
occasion, so we are obliged to refuse further ' 
kind offers for want of space. Dr. Pethick has 
kindly given the guinea to pay for hire of hall. 


EDINBURGH US. 


“Hon. Sec., Mrs. Eeles, 50a, Frederick Street,’ 
- Edinburgh 

The public meeting. at the Mound, Edin- 
burgh, on Saturday, passed, with hardly a dis- 
sentient, 
Trafalgar Square Demonstration on Sunday. 
Notwithstanding the fact that it was freezing 
hard towards the close of the meeting, a 
speakers held a large and interested audience 
for about an hour and a half. In addition to: 
the United Suffragists, the Societies represented | 
were the Freedom League (organisers of the 
meeting) and the Northern Men’s Federation. 
The speakers were Miss A. B. Jack (Chairman), 
Councillor Barrie, Mrs. Finlayson Gauld, Coun- 
cillor Graham, and Miss Eunice Murray. Great 
interest was shown in the statement made by 
Councillor Barrie that, so far from the asser- 
tion made in a deputation to Mr. McKenna 
(that there was not to be found in Edinburgh | : 
a single sober soldier's wife) being true, the 
| Edinburgh Chief of Police had told him that, 
while 25,000 men had joined the colours, only 
19 soldiers’ wives had been charged with 
drunkenness since the outbreak of. the war. In 
Glasgow the figures were even more striking, 
for, while 45,000 men had enlisted, the wives of 
only eight of them had been before the magis- 
trates for this offence. 


A NEW LEAFLET 
“Why We Keep the Suffrage Flag Flying During 
the European War of 1914-15” 

The above is the title of a new leaflet, just 
issued by the U.S., and the nine reasons given 
in it should prove of great use at this crisis: 
when there are people who still do not wholly 


or who, understanding it, wish to 
information to a friend. In the interests of all, 
women, this leaflet should’ be distributed widely. 
It can be obtained from the U.S. General 
Secretary (3, Adam Street, Strand, W.C.) for 
1s. per 100, or 7s. 6d. per 1,000. . 


“VOTES FOR WOMEN’ 


Active Recruiting in Poster Inspectors 
The. brigade of poster inspectors increases 


} 


'. iday by day. This is one of the best pieces of 
. : work that can be done to widen the circulation 


of our paper, and all honour is due to those who 
have come forward so loyally in response to our 
appeal. During the past- week, Mrs. Biddy 
Powell thas generously undertaken to pay the 


mates to have tea and see the Hiab on their 


year’s fee of 25s. for a Sac to be shown at 


-Wood, as Father |: 


the resolutions submitted to the | 


understand the policy of the United Suffragists, |’: 
ss on : 


will act as - inspector for that district and 
| Hampstead. .The have enfolled as. 


THE “BENDUBLE” SHOE CO.,; 
: (Dept €.), Commerce House, 72, Oxford St., Lowden, W.; 


Goldet’s Green, with Miss Mabel 


inspectors: Miss A 


Kennaway and N. 


(Glasgow), 


Miss M. Martin. (Northwood), “Mies Winifred 


| Wulff (Baker Street Station). Bravo! - 
| “At Home” to Papersellers _ 
Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck and Miss Evelyn 


sellers and poster. inspectors one afternoon in 
February.. They will be glad to hear of any 
provincial member performing either of these 
important offices who is likely.to be in town 
about the lth; and also of any: enterprising’ 
metiber about to become paper seller or 
inspector whose. name is not yet on our books— 
so that no be left out 


VOTES FOR FUND 
Donations Received up to January 23 
& ad. 
Mrs., M. A. 


» Jensen 
Miss O. wrt 


Already 
acknowledged. 487 2 5 


Mrs. M. E. 
Anderson 1 0 0 | Miss K. E. Olver 
Wm. H. Colby, Mrs, Powell.. 
Esq.. 010 Miss Smalley 
Miss K, Ellison... 3 0/Per Miss Somers 
Mrs. Ayrton 
Gould 3 
Mrs.L.M. Hicks 1 


& 


20 

th 


‘El 


WOMEN'S CLUB FUND. 
Donations Received up to January 23° 


Already acknowledged 
Mrs. 


oldgate 0 5 0. 
£197 16 10 


on; 


BENDUBLE 


‘BOOTS & SHOES 


GUARANTEED ALL-BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 


“<Renduble” Walking Boots and Shoes combine the 
> game commendable and highly appreciated qualities - 
: for comfort, flexibility, smartness, daintinees, and - 
: economy whieh characterise the “ Benduble” Indoor : 


: wear. For real foot-comfort in walking-and real : 

: reliability and economy in wearing, there is no boot -: 
: or shoe to the.“ Benduble.” They are British 
} : made throughout from highest grade leather onthe - 

: hand-sewn principle, and their sterling merits have : 

: gained for them a reputation which is world-wide. : 


: MAXIMUM COMFORT 
: AT MINIMUM COST. 


: In all sizes and half-sizes in two 
: fittings, with narrow, medium, 
aad hygienic-shaped toes, 
CALL AT OUR 
SHOW ROOM 


and see the wonderful valuc ae 
: offered, If unable to call, 4 

| | Write to-day for Our 
Illustrated Foot- 
: wear Book, which 
gives full particulars of 
:. this ideal footwear and 


Design 22 
yABuperior: 


: ‘other “ Benduble” ~ 
Specialities, 
Perfect Fit by Post 13/6. Postage 4d 

Guaranteed. — 


THE BENDUBLE INDOOR SHOE. the acme 
| of ease and comfort. In all sizes and half-sizes, and | 
three shapes, 6/6 per pair. Postage-4d, eallg 
described. and illustrated in our FREE BOOKLE 


(Firat Floor.) Hours 9.30 to (Gaturday 1.) 


Sharp are going to be “ At, Home” to paper- . 


For Sin 
& Comfort—WEAR 


Shoes now so poptlar among,Nurses for Ward : 
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vernmeént's 
U.S.A. Congress. ‘By F. Pethick 
Things and Little Things. 
War Office and U.S. 
a New Cry of the Children 
of Punishments 


DEDICATION 

To the brave women who to-day are fighting 
for freedom: to the noble - women who all down 
the ages kept’ the flag flying and leoked for- 
‘ward to this day without seeing it: to all 
‘women all-over the world, of whatever race, or 
creed. or calling, whether they be with us or 
oo us in this fight, we dedicate this paper. 


THE OUTLOOK 

Next Tuesday the House of Commons will re- 

assemble, and: we indicate in our leading article 


> 


one way in which it might employ this rare 


period of party truce and pave the way for the) ; 
great settlement that has to come at the end 
of the preserit war. If, as the London corre- 
spondent .of ‘the Redmondite Freeman's Jour- 
nal hhas intimated, the Government mean to 


’ pass the Plural Voting Bill into law this year 


ander the Parliament Act, the last shred of 
plausibility in the contention that Woman 


‘Suffrage is too “controversial a matter to be 
dealt with under present circumstances dis- 


appears. | 
| ‘Seme Slanders Stain 
' We understand that the order confining some 


- women to their homes at night has now been 


withdrawn at all the military centres where it 
was issued, on the ground that, as is obvious, 
it was illegal even under the Defence of the 
Realm Act, which sives no powers to differen- 
tiate between classes or sexes. We have not 
heard, however, that any of the women sent 
to prison for disobeying the order and now 
released have been compensated for their illegal 
commitment. Similarly, am enquiry of the 
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty: 
. to Children proved that in twenty-six branches 
of the Society in which there had been a slight 
increase in drinking, eonditions were mow im- 
proving, while in 122 branches there had been 
no increase but in mahy cases a decrease since 
war broke out. 


baselessness of the charge; and we ourselves 
have heard recently of a soldier's wife who was 
taken ill at a railway station, after seeing her 


husband off to the front, but was unable to that the Women’s Movement for Constructive | 


_obtain-any brandy at the refreshment. -bar on 
account. of the its sale to 


Suffragist Depatation to War Office 
(investigation into the whole ques 


‘Suffragist: deputation to the War Office last 


of which an ‘account appears on page. 


150. This is all very well as far as*it goes, and 
we have no complaint to make of want of sym- 
' pathy on the: part of the- Assistant. Secretary 


to the War Office, who received the deputation. 


. But the imvestigation has already been made,- 
and it is waste of time to make it over aguin. 
Sunday, in Trafalgar Square, a’ huge 
audience of all: classes, ‘inchuding large numbers. 
of men in khaki, demanded the withdrawal of 
all the zestrictive orders’ that have been issued 
“against-women. The assurance that this or that 
one has been practically abandoned guarantees 
‘nothing where voteless women are concerned. 


As the anvhester Guardian ‘says in an admir- 


‘able leader—- 


But the*reproach on women | 
remains, in spite of this and other proofs of the 


Bie di erent places according to the pleasure 
of the local military authorities—were 
looked inte. 


United’ Suffragists will not rest until the abide: 
+ionable regulations are officially rescinded. 


Paying for the War 


In. -every possible way women are paying for 
the war—in loss of life, in the agony of separa- 
tion from those who are dear to them, in the 
| struggle for subsistence at’ home. With bread 
at fourpence a loaf and coals at forty shillings 
a ton, with every household necessary going 
up, and milk threatening to do: the same, it 
is small consolation to the voteless housewife 
to hear that a Cabinet Committee is at last 
sitting to consider the rise in prices and the way 
waste can be prevented in the homes of the 
por. Seeing that the: prevention of waste 

as generally been the first problem tackled by 
women in those American States where equal 
suffrage prevails, it would presumably save 
time if that Cabinet Committee were to call 
in the help‘of the women before proceeding any 
further. Instead of which, if certain fulmina- 
tions in the Press are to be believed, it is going 
to give advice to housekeepers as to the best way 
of avoiding extravagance in diet. ‘How to 
Pretend .a Ninepenny’ Loaf is Fourpence,” by 
David Lloyd George, should be a popular book- 
let in the weeks to come. | | 


Childrea im Agriculture 


In another part of the paper we give an 
account of some attempts that are being made 
to extend the evil of child labour on account of 
the shortage of male labour. As we went to 
ata! a meeting was held in London of the 

of the Central and Associated Cham- 


Committee reported their opinion that boys of 
12 years of age, employed on farms, might be 
exempted from school work during” the war 
only. We are glad that a representative of 
Kent farmers méved. that girls as well as boys 
should be exempted for this purpose, and that 
the proposal, when adopted, read to this effect, ; 

for if the emergency demands the apprentice- 
ship of children jn agriculture, the good and ill 
of the expedient should fall on both sexes. 
But we repeat very strongly.our protest against 
the school age being lowered in either case until 
every effort has been made to supply the alleged 
shortage with adult women’s apse as has beer 


bers of Agriculture, at which the -Education | 


29, 3918. 
"CONTENT te its spirit survives, and it is time the successfully in the other countries now at 
administration. of ‘these exceptional! war. 


What Would Florence Nightingale Say? 
We are putting up a statue to Florence 
Nightingale, and yet, atcording to the British 
Medical Journal, an attempt, happily foiled, 
was made just before Christmas to dismiss all 
the Red Cross nurses at the front and to re 
engage them, if they were willing, at half their 


meaner trick could scarcely be played upor 
women who, in this war of overhead bombard- 
ment, are as liable to be killed as the men who 
are actually fighting. But although this shame- 
fui incident is closed, the .salary of the Red 
Cross nurses who are still in this country has 
actually been reduced to’ £1 a: week, in spite 
of the rise in the cost of living. We can only 
hope that this treatment will convince all 
nurses who are not yet aware of the fact, that 
only the acquisition of their political status will 
gain them real r from a country that 
never fails. to drench them with the slush of 
sentiment, but denies them common justice. 
The New Chief Whip 

The Suffrage career of the néw chief Whip, 
Mr. Gulland, has been slightly chequered. While 
@ sound adherent of the Conciliation Bill, eveh 
sound enough to vote for the motion to send 


his vote on other occasions also for Suffrage 
measures, he yet supported the Cat and Mouse 
Bill and was teller for the Ayes at the Third 
Reading. It is only charitable to suppose that 
Mr. Gulland hoped, like many other supporters 


1 of that disgraceful piece of medizvalism, that it 


would put an end to forcible feeding. But we 
do not remember that he ever raised his voice 
in protest when the Act was used afterwards as 
a means of applying this execrable torture to 
the “ miee” who came under its jurisdiction. 
Items of Interest 

In the statistics of lunacy published last week 
64 men and 969 women are classed under the 
heading: “No occupation (including house- 
wives).” This not being intended for humour, 
as far as we know, we suggest that the com- 
piler of the figures should try the idle life of a 
housewife before the next official report is issued. 

The War Emergency Workers’ National Com- 
mittee has issued a statement, reaffirming its 
demand for a flat rate payment of £1 a week 
for the soldier’s wife, with 3s. 6d. for each child, 
independent of any deduction from the soldier's 
pay. The Pensions Committee, like Charles 
Lamb’s'“ brooding hen,” sits on and utters no 


To the Editors of Vorss ror. WoMEN. 
Dear Editors,—It may interest you to know 


| Peace, formed in Boston on November 7 and in 
Washington a week later, has now taken defi- 


hite form as’ an Anierican. National Movement, 
with Miss Jane Addams as president and many |} 
of the notable women of the States, whose 
names on this Continent are household words, 
ag'its officers. It will become very shortly, we 
an international movement: also. It was 
resolved by the Washington Branch of the move- 
ment on the day when it took definite form. and 
organisation, to call a national conference soon 
after Christmas, and ‘that conference has just. 
been held. It has been an extraordinary sue- 
cess. The ballroom of the Willard Hotel was|. 
besieged yesterday by a great ‘crowd. About! 
| 3,000 (the papers say) obtained seats, and the 
fire authorities intervened and turned ‘the over- 
‘flow into another hall, which in its turn ever- 
flowed. Crowds were turned away. It is said 
all Washington turned out to the meeting. 
Reports appeared both in Washington and New 
York papers, and syndicating papers are repro- 
ducing these reports all-over the States. . The 
special object with which I-came te Athetica 
has now. been accomplished. The national or 
ganisation will develop along its.own lines. 


WOMEN’ 'S WAR ON WAR 


Mrs. Pethick Lawrence’s Mission 
| this mavement. that has been aroused m Ame- 


Tcan you -no of the. enthusiasm for 


rica. It is spreading from town te town with 
prominence. Women and men are deeply 
affected everywhere by the appeal made. A 
further conference of women to meet in April 
is berg called from every part of the Conti- 
nent. Men’s pacifist movements have failed at 
this crisis. But the new woman’s movement 
has stimulated groups of younger men to action. 
Several Bills emboaying our platform have 
already been drafted and are being intféduced 
into Congress this session. Pressure is being 
brought to bear on President Wilson to call a 


conference. of representatives of neutral nations 


without delay. “If he reftses, then the people 
-will arrange for an unofficial conference of in- 
ternational pacifist organisations. 

» . We, my, husband and I, are now turning our 
thoughts: ‘to the Western ‘States. We shall 
trave! to the coast, and probably proceed to 
Japan, where it is just possible that we may be 
able to sow the seed that has risen so. quickly 
on this soil... But what is: most. important-of all 
is that the women of ali the democracies in 
Europe shall follow the lead of the women in 
the greatest democracy of the world; and shall 
unite themselvessolidly in an international 
movement, for. active and constructive peace.— 
| Yours, 

‘Emmeline Pethick Lawrence. 


original salary—that is, at £1 a week only. A 
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it to a Grand Committee, and while recording | 


great- rapidity. The newspapers are giving it 
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‘THACKERAY HOTEL, 


and News contributed: for. insertion | 


thotild’ be sent to 
The Editors, VOTERS FOR WOMEN, Red 
Tton Court, Fleet. Street, E.G. at the earliest 


possible date, and in no case later than first 


post Monday morning prior to the publication . } 


of the paper. 
The Editors. cannot hold themselves in any 
way ° responsible for the return of unused 


ostage are enclosed. MSS. 
should, if possible, be typewritten. | 
Subscriptions to the poner should be sent to 
The Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The terms are, - post . tree, 6s. 6d. annual | 


subscription, $8. $d. wot siz months inside the 
United Kingdom, 8s. 8d. (2dols. 25cents) and 


"ps. 4a. (1dol. l5cents) ‘abroad, payable m 


vance. 
The. can be gece 7% rom all news- 
agents vand bookstalls. ew York, at 
rentano’s; Messrs. Thacker, Spink, and Co., 
Calcutta; and at Handel House, Ltd., Eloff 
Johannesburg. 
for Advertisements, apply 
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Street, E. 

= ARTHUR’S 
WESTBOURNE GROVE, 

For Best Quality Meat, Groceries and Provisions. 


Country Orders of £1 and upwards Carriage Free. 
All Goods are of the Freshest and Best Quality at Reasonable 


W. CLARKE & SON'S 


Celebrated Coals. 
ALL RELIABLE QUALITIES !! 


QUEEN’S ROAD, Bayswater, W. 


ESTABLISHED 1842, Telephone: 2565 Park. 


PPOSITE THE BRITISH 
— 8t., 


This large and well-appointed TEMPERANGE HOTEL 


Passenger Light throughout, Bath. 
-yooms on every floor, ous Dining, Drawing, Writing, 
, and Smoking oe Fireproof Floors. Perfect 


Sanitation. Telephone. Night Porter. re Attend- 

ance, and Table Lt *Héte Breakfast, Single from 5s o.* 

Gd With Table d’Hote Dinner, from 8s. Fu 

Tariff and Testimonials on Application. - Telegraphic 
Address: ** Thackeray, London.” 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FRANCHISE CLUB 


8, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W. 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


| ‘London Members (Resident within 15 miles of Charing Cross) per 


annum One Guinea :Entrance Fee One Guinea). _ 
Country Members (England and Wales) per annum One Guinea 
(No Entrance Fee). 


Country Members (Ireland and Scotland) per annum 10s. 6d. 
(No Entrance Fee). 


-Foereign Members (Resident abroad) per annum 10s. 6d. (No 


Entrance Fee), Valuable Lending and Reference Library 


for Memb:rs. Non-members enrolied as Associates by paying 
5s. 6d. perannum. Luncheons, 1s. & is. 6d. Dinners, is: & is. 9d. 


3932 Mayfair. 


All Tel. 


The Most Delicate 


LACES MUSLINS 
| LAWNS | SILKS 


SHIRTS COLLARS 


DRESSED IN AN ALTOGETHER SUPERIOR STYLE 
EQUAL TO NEw, 


Strafford Road, Acton, W. 


Telephone 822 Chiswick. 


JOIN THE 


UNITED SUFFRAGISTS 


NOW! 


Member ship Form see 16. 


° ‘manuscripts, though they will endeavour as | 
ble to return them when requested | 


VOTES FOR WOMEN 


4-7, RED LION CouRT, FLEET STREET 


hie Address t—Votfowbm, Fleet; London. 


FRIDAY, JA NUARY. 29, 1915... 


‘THe GOVERNMENT'S 
PATRIOTISM 


Parliament is to reassemble next week. . Ad- 
journments end in M.P,’s meeting. Even the 
weariest member, tired out with the abrogation 
of his responsibilities and the delegation of. his 
duties, bored to crocodile tears by the vacuity 
of his vacation, winds somehew safe to West- 
minster; and as his feet strike the familiar 
stones, there r.ses perhaps in his manly breast 
a dim and struggling memory of how he, too, 
was once a legislatcr, a maker of laws, an estab- 
lisher or disestablisher of churches, a cause of 
anxiety to the Party Whips and of pride to his 


own family, a big gun with some function other 
and better than that of continually going off. 


| In those days the rules and regulations under 


which his free and independent, countrymen and 
countrywomen had to live were nct always being 
made behind his back or above his head. Then, 
there were comings and goings, whisperings 
about the Speaker’s chair and objurgations from 
the benches, alarums in the House and excur- 
sions into the lobby. But now there are no more 
controversial issues at all. The manliest poli- 
tical breast can do nothing but provide a few 
square feet of the united political front. Now, 
none is for a party; now, all are for the State. 
The mildest criticism of the most disastrous folly 
on the part of the Executive might be suspected 
of being unpatriotic; nay, it is. scarcely patrio- 
tic even to suggest that the Executive could do 
anything feolish. If soldiers’ wives are insulted, 
patriotism requires the politician to assume that 
that will put heart into the soldiers at the front. 
If women are excluded from public-houses at 
certain hours and men are encouraged to drink 
more. beer because beer pays towards the keep- 
ing up of the war, patriotism requires him to 
assume that that will. encourage temperance. If 
the right of trial by one’s pzers is removed in 
favour of military courts-martial, patriotism re 


quires him to console himself with the reflection | 


that at any rate this deprival of civil rights is 


no hardship on half the population, because half | 


the population neyer had civ:] rights anyway. 
Such, we imagine, must be the reflections and 
state of mind cf the stupider and more easily- 
bewildered member of Parliament. But, bitter 
as has been our suffragist experience of the 
faithlessness and frivolity of politicians, we 
have no wish at the present time, with the whole 
nation under the shadow of war, to recriminate 
or contemn ; we have no, wish to be harsh about 
the past or pessimistic about the future. We 
know perfectly well that there are many mem- 


bers of Parliament with a high sense of respon-| enfranchised or. excluded. 


sibility, by whom the present cessation of party 


| strife would be gladly turned into an opportu- 


nity for constructive and non-party legislation. 
We know, too, that the private member has 
never been the worst sinner, or anything like 


the worst sinner, in the pitiable parliamentary’ 


history of the refusal of justice to women; too 
often he has been torn between loyalty to the 


ber who has been Lain ce this experience: will 


| party which he was returned to' support and his 
"| own higher convictions. We Know that a mem- 


glad enough. of chenee to do is 
| now’ ‘that: ‘party —pressure is! removed... 

| We. that Goyernnierit; 
foolish, tyrannical, short-sighted, 
and contemptible though it has been’ through- 
out in its handling of this great question, may 


| yet be appealed ‘to; if on’ no higher ground, at 
“tany ‘rate on the grouhd that unless justice is 


done now’ the old -troublé ‘will all have’ to be 
gone’ throtigh again. ; Wonten’s “agitation for 
justice, however much their patriotism may tem- 
porarily modify its form, is ‘not going best be | 
quieted until justice is'done.. 

What are the special.reasons Which ‘ime the 
present, from the Government’s own point of 
view, an ideal time for removing for ever from 
its path the haunting trouble of women’s just 
claims and women’s passionate intention: of 
pressing those claims until they are granted? - 
For one thing, members and supporters of the 
Government have often said that..it wgs impos- 
sible to give the vote while militancy went on, 
becauss that would have the appearance. of 
weakness and yielding to disorder. It would 
perhaps have been braver and* more mag- 


| nanimous to risk such an ‘appearance, but 


Governments at the best are only human. Well, 


for militancy has stopped. . If this opportunity 
is missed, and if militancy is-revived, then let 


it is impossible to “ yield to disorder.” That 
would indeed be a frenzy and extremity of 
humbug that could decaive no one, not-even,the 
most. besotted of partisans. If there was so much 


tancy was the obstacle.to women’s enfranchise- 
ment, as Mr.. Lloyd George and others ‘said, 


that the obstacle is removed, | 
In the second place, we are constantly told 


lation, just as we used to be told that votes 
could not be given to women because the people 
who approved of giving them were not all: in 


because the best of both sides wanted: a thing, 
it could not be done; though two blacks: cannot 


ceeded in making the black of denial. Here 
again the obstacle is removed. The’ question 


out respect. of party.. It is true there-is an 


to ignore, It will be said that. the present is 
no time for a Votes for Women Bill, : because, 
though that would be non-party, it: would not 
be non-contentious : 
who would object to it, . We admit, sickening 
and incredible as it seems’to every decent per- 
son, that even now, while Englishmen are 


are still in public positions in. England somé 


| bullizs so essentially base as to favour the re-— 


fusal of liberty to the wives,and mothers and ° 
sisters of those men who are dying ; ; but is this 


a time: for letting the bullies triumph? For, ° 


unless the right triumphs, the wrong will ; there 
is no middle course. Women must be either” 
There is no such 
thing as merely letting the thing slide: the re-. 
fusal to act justly is the mcst active, and ‘posi- 
tive injustice. | 

Which course, then, will the Gcgiarigniaait 
take? Will it deliberately let its chance’ go by 
and invite the certainty of future disaster? Or 
will it act reasonably and wisely, choosing the 


course that is at once easy and right, and! justify- - 


ing to all places and to all times the claim of 


England 
frezdom 


here is a chancs of doing the right thing with- 
cut incurring even the suspicion of weakness, 


as a grain of truth in the contention that mili- 
let them prove it by enfranchising women now | 


that this is no time for contentious party legis- — 


one party. That was democracy for women ”’ : 
make a white, those two whites of consent suc- - 


could be voted on according to its merits; with-— 


answer to this, which we shall not. condescend 


there are many members ~ 


dying at the front in the name of liberty, there 


be. 8 nation that lover. and. serves 


Lastl 


- 


no politician dare to resume the old plea that. ~~ 
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hear the woman suffrage debate in the House 


“ 
‘ 


iam 


4 


(Tuesday, . January, 12) to 


| of. Representatives-at. Washington, This.is the 


first..time for. many yearsithat-the question has 


into any..prominence in that House.: All 
the victories. achieved-up to. the present have 


been won in the individual States;and though 


they secure full national suffrage (and not 


‘merely local suffrage as some people in England 


erroneously imagine) for the women in those 


States, they naturally do not affect the women 


living elsewhere. ‘There are now, however, a 
number of women who are working for a change 
in the Constitution of the United States as a 
whole. To effect this.a Bill will first have to 


be carried by a two-thirds majority through 


both Houses (Senate and House of Representa- 


. tives) of the national parliament (called Con- 


gress), and then subsequently ratified by the 


- Iegislatures of thirty-six out of the forty-seven 


States. It: will then become binding on all. 
This. was the way the law enfranchising the 
negroes was carried, and it provides a method 
of avoiding referenda of male electors and of 


bringing the backward States into line with the 
more advanced.. | 


In America the first and second readings of a 
Bill are formal, and the Committee stage is 
not conducted in the whole House; the critical 
issue ig the third reading, and even prior to 
that is the question whether the “ Rules Com- 


_ mittee” (which controls the time of the House 
-, much as our Cabinet does) will consent to the| 


» ‘third reading. debate. taking place at all. 


Up till a few. weeks ago the situation was 
that the Suffrage Bill had been discussed in 
the Senate. on third reading, and secured a 
vote of 35 “for” to 34 “against,” thus falling 


short of a-two-thirds majority; while in the 


House of Representatives the Democratic-party, 
who dominate the Rules Committee, had pre- 
vented a,third reading debate taking place. 


_ Last. November, however, in the national elec- 


tions the pressure of the women’s vote in the 


‘suffrage States compelled the Democrats to 


withdraw their veto, and six hours were allotted 
for the debat> on January 12.* 
eyes No Grille for Women | 

- Ihave attended nearly all the suffrage de- 
bates in the Houss of Commons in recent years, 


‘and I was therefore particularly interested to go 


and make comparisons. The first. point that 


‘ ‘struck me related to the galleries for the public ; 


men and women were admitted quite freely and 


without formality.so far as space permitted, 


and the ehormous galleries were crowded to 


overflowing to listén to the debate.. There was 
no “grille” for the women, and no pledge of 
good behaviour was required. Applause and} 


noises of disapproval are naturally prohibited, 


but they do not’ seem to be regarded as the 


game heinous, almogt blasphemous, crimes that 
“ they are with us. Applause did in fact occa- 
‘sionally burst out, and one member was roundly 


is” 


-hissed from the gallery. The Speaker expostu- 


‘lated and threatened to turn the public out, 
‘but no vigorous action was actually taken. ~ 
T also noticed much less formality on the floor 
of the House, and the speeches were platform 
utterances full of vigour and rhetoric such as 
‘we are accustomed to associate with outdoor 
-public meetings rather than with the staid, de- 
<orous, but essentially dull House of Commons, 
Instead of each member speaking as long as 


“he liked, the time was all apportioned out 
Mninutely. ight 
...»,, an hour of time each, and they would rise and 


Certain members. had the -right to 


bers—“ five minutes to Mr. A—representative 
from California,” and‘so on. “At the end of the 
-five, minutes, or whatever the time was, the 
Speaker's hammer came down relentlessly and 
drowned. any attempt-even.to finish a sentence. 
The result. was,on the whole, better,-I think, 
than ours. Everyone was trying to say as much 
as he could in the time ‘instead of trying to 
waste time with as little matter, as is often the 
case with us. On the other hand, most of the 
allotments of time were so short as to make 
careful reasoning difficult if not. impossible. 
But differences of manner and method are 
after all only skin deep. The really interesting 
comparison relates to the matter of the 
speeches and the ideas which underlie them. I 
went to the House of Representatives anxious to 
find out whether American men were more pro- 
gressive than Englishmen in their views pe ati 
women. I came away satisfied that there were 
more extremes of opinion. On the one hand, 
I heard speeches which carried me back to the 
debates of many years ago in the House of Com- 
mons. There was the same talk about “ fas- 
cinating ladies,” the “ queens of the home,” the 
“ caressing and guarding angels,” the “ protect- 
ing arm of men,” the fear that women’s purity 
should be “ soiled by the corrupting influence of 
politics,’ and even the “ hand- that rocks the 


“> 


cradle rulés the world.” These, ald. stage pro- 


j 


perties. of the nineteenth. century Anti-Suffra- 
gists. were trotted out in the most extraordinary 


solemnity, and even applauded as if they were — 


“itis What We Know” 

On the other hand there was the’ utianswer- 
able logic of the men who came from the suf- 


frage states and who struck a note of assurance ~ 


which is always lacking in England. “It is not 
merely what we think,” said one of them, “ it 
is what we know.” Piece by piece they showed 
up the arguments of their opponents.as a disin- 
genuous sham. They.challenged them to prove 
that the women in the enfranchised states were 
less careful of their homes, less loving as 
mothers, less pure and clean in their outlook, 


less essentially “women ’’—in all that is best 
in the word—in consequence of having secured © 


the power to care for the children of the race 
in the bigger world which lies outside the home. 
And the challenge was not taken up, because it 
could not be. | 


And it is because of this fact that though the 


Bill was defeated this year by 204: votes to 174, 
the time is not far distant in America when it 


will be carried by the requisite two-thirds majo- — 
rity and subsequently be ratified by the neces-. 


sary majority of the States. © 


dinned into our ears by scores of fevered jour- 
nalists, compelled by the- stern hand of the 
Censor to rake their poor little brains again 
‘and again for the same old platitudes in a new 
dress, that the present European war is a “ big” 
thing—big in the sense of being magnificent 
and worthy of respect—and that all the mani- 
fold schemes of progress and humanitarian re- 
form: it has so violently interrupted are, by 
comparison, “ little’ things. 

Now there was a rather striking piece of 
sculpture in last year’s Academy which perhaps 
some of my readers may remember, Its actual 
technical merits I am not competent to judge, 
and I am deeply ashamed to confess that I never 
Jearnt the artist’s name; but appearing when it 
did, it was a curiously prophetic and symbolic 
thing. For here Destiny was represented not 
as an awéinspiring goddess, but as a huge, dull- 
witted peasant child, ing in sheer wanton 
mischief to pluck a passing farmer from his 
waggon and crush him, like a tiny beetle, be- 
tween great clumsy fingers. And the present 
war stands to all good fruitful schemes exactly 
as this bulky, aimless figure stands to the busy, 
skilful man whom it can only destroy. It 1s 
“big” certainly, but what more can one say 

Heaven knows, we have no wish to minimise 
the heroic qualities of Thomas Atkins, but if 
we have previously been acquainted with 
Thomas in his civilian capacity, these qualities 
are nothing new. So many noisy enthusiasts 
appear just now to be aware for the first time 
of Thomas's existence, whilst for years past 
Thomas has been descending into fiery coal-pits 


leaping into icy, perilous waters to save the 
worthless life of a stray suicide; enduring 


for months during the long-drawn process of 
some “sympathetic strike”. upon a point of 
purely. abstract justice—a scrap of paper, in 
fact. . Lately Thomas has had the advantage of 
the limelight, and the rather nervous and’ super- 
stitions eagerness of the civil population to show 
him how they love him; but he is essentially 
the same person he has always been. 


to rescue his maimed or suffocated comrades 


anxiety and privation and public opprobrium 


For the- last six months we have had -it| 


BIG THINGS AND LITTLE 


to contemplate for many a long week is the 
complete absence of jingo illusion on the part of 
the man in the street ; his readiness to turn from 
tales of blood and carnage to practical problems 


-of immediate or future social service; his 
dogged desire to get the beastlv business over - 
ible, and settle down to sen-— 


as quickly as : 
sible work again. Major Sergius Saranoff has 
become Captain Bluntschli. 
ally modest folks, we will not inquire whose 
subtle influence is at work here, though we 
may privately give thanks that the man in the 
street 1s now at least so far round upon our 
side that he no longer sees even the most vic- 
torious campaign as an‘occasion for undiluted 


national rejoicing, but rather as an unpardon- 


able mess and muddle and waste of. valuable 
life and energy. And we need: not aceord our 
deepest admiration to a mess solely because it 
is a “‘ mess. 


Therefore let us be of good cheer when some 
elderly buffer, with his nerves on edge at the 


thought of his foreign investments, explodes ° 


upon us with an indignant exhortation to cease 
our childish clamour for a vote in face of 
“bigger” affairs. Granted that in a time of 
national crisis the nation’s first instinct is te 
put its foot down very firmly. and solidly upon 
the party politician and all his works, granted 
also that both Houses of Parliament have shown 
(for once) quite admirable common sense in fol- 


lowing that classical example of the House of ~ 


Peers, which “throughout the war, did nothing 
in particular, and did it very well.” But iif 


this proves anything, it only proves what.we 


have always suspected, that our man-made legis- 
lature is in reality nothing but a sort of private 
gladiatorial show, kept up by John Bull for 
his own amusement, and forgotten whenever a 
newer.and more interesting combat comes along. 


It certainly does not prove that the women of . 
this country, who have.endured and are endur- . 
ing cruel anxiety, financial distress, and -(in” 


many, places) real physical danger .from the 
enemy's missiles, and whose patience and 


courage have given Great. Britain every one - 


of her brave -defenders, are to be denied -the 


common elementary rights of citizenship when — % 
return to normal conditions again. 


And, being natur-. 
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-liberties in: Cardiff, 


‘United Suffragists, then said: 


> 


_VoTES _FOR WOMEN. 


29, 


Followin g upon the held in 
Trafalgar Square last Sunday (see page 146), 
a deputation was received at the War Office on 
Monday afternoon, which demanded, in aceord- 
ance with the resolutions passed the. day before, 
the withdrawal] of the Army Council circular re- 
garding the supervision of soldiers’ wives, and 
also that the commanding officers should be in- 
structed in the various districts not to impose 
arbitrary restrictions on women, such as that 
women shall not be served with drink after six 
in the evening in hotels and public-houses, and 
that women of a certain class shall be confined 


to their houses between 7 p.m. and 8 a.m. 


Mrs. Despard introduced the deputation | 
which consisted of Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck 
(United Suffragists), Miss Nina Boyle (Women’s 
Freedom League), Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett 
(Northern Men’s Federation for Women’s 


Suffrage), Miss Sylvia, Pankhurst (East London 


Federation of Suffragettes), and Mrs, Hunter, 
the wife of a soldier. Mr. Cubitt, Assistant 
Secretary to the War Office, received the depu- 
tation. 
Mrs. Despard 

Mrs. Despard spoke of the poor people’s view, 
their thatred of prying and coercion. She 
praised the average soldier’s wife, saying she was 
worthy of all respect, and that to treat her with 
suspicion, or to deny that the money she gets 
is really her own, is injuring recruiting. The 
soldiers resented this, she declared, as much as 


their wives. 


Mrs. Hunter 


. Mrs. Hunter spoke of -the soldiers’ wives’ | 
allowances, and the way they were administered, | 


and how women did not get what was due to 
them. She dwelt chiefly on the insult of the 
accusation that soldiers’ wives drank, saying 
that Preston women and men were quite furious 
about it. She also gave Mr. Cubitt most valu- 
able figures disproving the allegation. 
Miss Sylvia Pankhurst 

Sylvia Pankhurst mentioned the rise of food 
prices to show how many of the allowances are 
now in practice inadequate. ‘She produced two 
interesting budgets of working women’s expen- 


~diture, with the name of the-regiment, and so 


on, of the husband. Mr. Cubitt was clearly 
much impressed. She made a clear and ¢on- 
ciliatory speech, reviewing women’s position and 
difficulties as a whole from the working-class 
standpoint. 
Mts. Arncliffe Sennett 

Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett produced strong reso- 
lutions against the restriction of women’s 
and elsewhere, signed 
by men of Edinburgh, Glasgow Town' Coun- 


 ‘eillors, J.P.’s, and other dignitaries. She took 


a very high stand, showing the spirit behind the 
whole matter, and the way’ women resent the! 
insult implied far more than any actual incon- 


‘ wemience they are called upon to suffer, though 


that i is bad enough. 
Miss Nina Boyle 

Miss Boyle covered pretty well all the ground 
of restriction of women’s liberties. She quoted 
Cardiff, entering into every detail, also mention- 
ing a General’s predicament at one military 
centre, where women dining at a public restau- 
rant with their husbands could not obtain any- 
thing but temperance drinks at dinner because 
it was after six, though the men could. She 
reminded him of staff officers actually having 
to try prostitutes at Cardiff, and talked of the 
degradation of such a state of affairs and its 
illegality. he also quoted posters put up at 
another town, on the same subject, by order of 
the military, who found afterwards they had no 


to act upon them. 


_ Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck 
Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck, representing the 
“The women of 
England have unfortunately too much cause to 
mistrust assurances given to them, especially 
whe promises are given with such an assurance 


(From Our Own Correspondent.) 


and the spirit,” and this must be my excuse for 
dwelling on an unpleasant.subject im spite of 
the promises which have lately been made to us. 
I have but little to'say as to the case at Cardiff, 
which has been so ably stated by. Miss Boyle, 
'and I endorse every word she has said on the 
matter. I would only add that as the daughter, 
the sister, and the mother of a soldier, I have 
too great a respect for that profession to believe | 
that soldiers, of all men, would desire a portion 
of my sex set apart for their gratification any 
more than that we-women would desire that.a 
certain percentage of men should be set apart, 
and looked upon as pariahs, supposing it ever 
suited our convenience. ‘Soldiers are, above all, 
men—men who. are as capable of self-control in 
that direetion as in any other. You will recol- 
lect that the Commission on Venereal Diseases 
condemned what are known as the C.D. Acts 
because they were futile. Male doctors asserted 
that sexual indulgence was not necessary to 
men’s health any more than it is to.women’s. 
For, I take it, the whole question resolves itself 
into one of health? Not Christianity, not 
justice, but health, and men’s. health. Then, 
sir, let me put this point to you. If sexual 
indulgence is necessary to men, then the women 
who gratify it are performing as useful a work 
as any other section of the community. They 
are, in fact, as indispensable as cooks, doctors, 
or nurses, and should be honoured accordingly. 
The fact that we do not honour them, but con- 
sider that this class of women have forfeited all 


do not. in our hearts consider they are a neces 
sity, but rather that they are the outward and 


visible sign of an evil in our midst, and of some- 


right to our respect, is a proof in itself that we 


— 


thing we should desire. to destroy; That. being, 


so, if any attempt is made, either directly- or 
indirecfly, to revive the C.D. Acts,-or any 


system which even resembles such Acta, how- 


ever remotely, then. the. women of Eng]! and wil) 


fight. as fiercely and:as stubbornly against such 
}an insult to their sex in this country as their — 
brothers and sons are now fighting for ‘England's 


honour at the front.” 
THE WAR OFFICE REPLY 
We 


Manchester Guardian :— 
Mr. Cubitt, while giving no definite reply, 

spoke sympathetically, and promised -ing 

into the statements made. 


police supervision, he remarked that, as a matter 


of fact, the police were not exercising the kind es 


of supervision complained of. 

To this the deputation rejoined that this did 
not satisfy them. The right thing would be for 
the Army Council—“that elusive body ”*—to 
withdraw the order altogether. 
position, in which the authorities in some places 
were applying the order, while others were not, 
was unsatisfactory. » If restrictions were neces- 


sary they should apply aay’ to men es. 


women. 

As to the order preventing women from bette 
served with drink, Mr., Cubitt asked: what could 
be done, to which Miss Boyle: replied : 


also? ”’ 
To this Mr. Cubitt replied that if _ were 
done there would be a great outcry. , 


| But the young, young children, O my brothers, 


They are weeping bitterly / < 
They are weeping in the arse of the — 
In the country. of the Sree. 


A very serious national crime is on the eve 
of being perpetrated. Last week we commented 
on a suggestion made in the 72mes that the 
school age should be lowered. to twelve in order 
to meet the shortage of farm labour by the sub- 
stitution of boy labour. The New Statesman of 
last Saturday informs us in a note that. this ‘is 
actually being done in West. Sussex, in Worces- 
tershire, in Wiltshire, and elsewhere. .The 
Board of Edueation has not so far consented to 
a general lowering of the school age; but what 


is happening is that the school attendance offi- 


cers, and even.in some cases the Poor-Law re- 
lieving officers, are not enforcing the attendance 
of beys of eleven and twelve whom farmers are 
employing. The thing is not done openly; but, 
on a hint. from those in power, and occasionally 


rity or the Rural District Council, the boys’ 


names are quietly being dropped off the acheat 
roll, 


~ Worse still is the attempt, also chronicled in. 


the New Statesman, recently made by the Dar- 
laston employers to take boys of school age into 
the nut and bolt factories. The Home Office 
and the Board of Education have so far refused 
permission. for this to be done. . But in the 

agricultural districts the scandal is apparently 
being perpetrated without the consent of the 
higher authority. | 


factory labour before their time, as they are 
known. to have been forced into field labour’? 
None—because women are still. voteless, be- 
cause women do not count in this.country, be- 
cause women will therefore continue to be’ shut 
out from whole departments of the paid labour 
market, while children are being poured: into it. 


as that es * will be kept ‘in the letter 


Because Women are Women | 
We this : because it is 


What: guarantee have we, 
Shen that these children will not be ferced into’ 


by express order of the local education autho-|. 


THE CHILDREN 


necessary to point out to ‘our readers that: there 
are hundreds of able-bodied women of all classes, 


and especially in the agricultural classes them- | 


selves, who are perfectly capable of performing 
the farm work of the men who have enlisted. 
If it is urged that there are not enough of these 
competent women to do the work éven if all 
those available are employed, then we reply that 
any intelligent, healthy woman could do the’ 
work atleast as well as a child of eleven or 
twelve; and, the unprejudiced would say, a 

great deal batter. But as far as we know, not 


a single effort has been made to enlist the ser- 


vices of,any women. In France and Germany 


no stupid prejudice has intervened to prevent. _ 
the women from doing the-men’s work in their » 
absence; in Great Britain, apparently, women | 
are to stand idle, to starve for want of employ- __ 
“ment, while little boys. are to be taken awa 
‘from schcol and playtime, and the land, as wel 


as the rate, is. to suffer in consequence. 


owing to the congésted condition of: all arma- 


_| ment manufactures, boys of school age, rather ' 


than women, should be taken into the factories. 


In our.issue of December 25, we commented on — 


an agreement that had been made between the 


men and the employers in the engimeering in-. 


dustry, that, in view of the thréatened shortage 


e| of male labour, womert should only be employed © 


in the “unskilled ‘branches of ‘the trade. If 
women were incapabe of performing the more 
skilled (and better paid, of. course) branches, is: 


it hkely that the men would have. troubled to. 


make an agreement to exclude them? Therefore, 


it is on account. of this prejudice against. women’s. | 
labour that the. “‘Cry of the Children” isto be 
heard once more in the land; and the preju- ej 


dice, 


is b the women, 
through 


political he 


give the War Office reply in the words. 
of the very excellent report in last Paseday's : 


ary 
With regard to 


The present. 


Why 
not restrict, men from drinking after seven 


Equally. is ‘the prejudice against women: 
countable for the monstrous suggestion that, 


lessness, should bring’ 
down wages, will never be overcome until women. 
are given ‘Aha vote and their in 
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COMPARISON. 


January 21). reports case of a farm 
_ dabourer aged, 40, charged at the Wilts 
 Winter- Assizes before .Mr. . Justice. 


little girl of nine. 
him guilty 
Sentence: Three months’ hard labour. 


‘The jury found’ 


3 
| 


Scrutton with an offense: against a- 


indecent assault. 


case of a labourer aged 43, charged 
at the West Riding Quarter Sessions 
before Mr, -G. B.C. Yarborough, with 
stealing four bars of chocolate. 

Sentence: Highteen months’ hard 


Assault on Delicate Woman | 


reports. case of a -man; a lace-hand, 
charged’ at the Derbyshire Quarter 
Bessions before the: Bench, with 
saulting. and wounding a woman with 
beer - bottle. 
Seribed it as an extremely dangerous 
form of assault, as the. woman was in 
@ delicate state of health. 


The Derbyshire Times (October 


The Chairman de- 


. Stealing a Piece of Mutton | 

The Morning Advertiser (January 22): 
reports case. of a. hawker charged at 
‘the London Sessions before-Mr, Robert 
Wallace, K.C., with stealing a piece 
of mutton. There .were..previous con- 
victions for various offences. . 

Sentence: Nine 
ment.. 


months’ imprison- 


Desértion. of Wife and Child 
Manchester Guardian (Janu- 
ary 20) reports. case of an insurance 

agent charged at Sheffield before Sir 
William with his. wife 
and child. e went .to with 
another: woman; and his wife had to 


go into the workhouse. 


Sentence: Three months’ hard labour. 


. » Robbing the Till 
The Times (January 11) reports case 
of-a man charged at the Middlesex 
Sessions before Mr. Nield with robbery 
from the till. There were previous 
convictions for theft. 
Sentence: Three years’ penal servi- 
tude. 


- Sentence: One month’s hard labour. 


THE 


THE SAVAGERY OF 
It undoubtedly is “a very serious 
offence” to obtam niney from a Re- 
lief Committee under false ggg 
as Mr. Fordham said last week in pass- 
ing a sentence of two months’ impri- 
sonment in the second division on a 
-~ woman chargéd with obtaining two 
sums of 6s, in this way. (See Morning 
Advertiser, January 23.) But were 
_ representations so very false, after 

a 
because her husbarid was an inv 
‘and did no work,.. As a-matter of 


a week by wood-chopping. But, she 
pleaded, she was in distress, because 
even if her husband was at work he 
spent his money and never gave her 

to upderstand he was earning: any- 
thing. ‘The whole system is. wrong, 

of ‘course, because the position 
of the wife is wrong; but if the 
law .of the4and does not force a man 
to disclose his income to his wife, does 
not even force him to maintain her 
unless she goes to the workhouse and 

* ‘becomes a charge upon the_ rates, 
surely she has some: justification for 
acting upon the assumption that. he 

is out of work when she sees none of 
‘his wages and is left to starve. The 

| - country, it appears, has to support her 
: im either case. But what an instance 


condemn a woman to two months’ de- 
radation and punishment because her 
usband won’t or can’t mapper’ her, 
and- hunger drives her to deceive a 
Distress Committee into ‘helping her 
-A Tragic Choice 
ae Another sad story, arising also out 
g _ of the inferior status of the wife, was 
) revealed in a case at the West Ham 
Police Court. on. January 21. A 
woman, whose husband, a fishmonger, 
charged with assaulting her, was 
asked why she had returned to him 
after obtaining a separation order. 
This was her reply—it needs no com- 
ment of ours:— | | 
“He earns £4 a‘week, and Iwas only 
allowed 10s, a week to keep myself and 


able, for the business was as much 
as his. would sooner go back 
Sms and be ill-treated than see the children 
3 sta~ved.”” | 

CONSPIRACY OF 


pied in doing for Ireland what Vorss 
WoMEN tries to de inthis country 


by exposing the inadequacy. of the | 


sentences passed on men convicted of 

|  ¢riminal assaults:.on little girls. In 
issue of Satiuary 23 it cites a shock- 
‘ing case in the Dublin Courts, of 
which, it states, not a single other 
paper published ay rt. It re- 

lates td an’ ex-soldier 
having assaulted 


little girl of nine 


|  #feeted her wi horrible disease, was 
off with alight sentence in order to 


e had-claimed to be in distress | 
alid 


strict accuracy, he earned about 12s. | 


of the savagery of the’ law if it can | 


three children, .I think it was abomin- 


The Irish Citizen is gallantly occu- 


her of fifty, who, 
In the worst possible manner ahd in-: 
th a 


save his pension. Had not the jury, 
at the instance of. t Recorder, 
‘changed the charge to one of indecent 
assault only, he would have been 
liable, of course, to penal servitude. 

_ But lest we feel at all self-righteous 
in the matter, let us glance again at 
the table of comparisons above, and see | 
how much more highly a handful of 
chocolate is valued in our own country 
than the moral and physical well-being 
of a little English girl also aged nine! 


— 


at. 


“JUS SUFFRAGII” 


The January number of Jus Suffragii 
is exceptionally good. One of the most 
‘interesting features in it the 
womén’s “Roll of Honour.” The 
names are given of two French nurses 
who were killed by shells when tend- 
ing the wounded, another who was shot 
down in the same position, another 
(who received the cross of the Legion 
of Honour) who was wounded, also 
when rendering services to the French 
_troops in the firing line, another who 
died of infectious illness caught when 
nursing German wounded at Pau, and 
so on and soon. Other records are of 
women who by their tact and courage 
saved villages from outrage and pillage 
by the German troops, or of nuns who 
went on dressing wounds under shell 


e. 

In Germany, too, we are told in Jus 
Suffragit of a nurse killed by an aerial 
bomb in a field hospital at Sissone. 
And it ig interesting to read of the 
bacteriological researches for-typhoid 
germs carried on. by a large staff of 
competent German women working 
with Professor Bonhoff. The Kélnische 
Zeitung is quoted as speaking of “ the 
value of women’s presence in main- 


| 


of 


Intercession Service | 

The second of the “Women. and 
War” Intercession Services arrang 
by: the Ghurch Le for Women’s 
Suffrage was held at St. John’s, West- 
minster, by permission of 
Wilberforce, on Saturday, Jannary 23. 
Dr, Percy Dearmer conducted the ser- 
vice, and also preached to a large con- 
Bre ation. A social gatheri was 

el afterwards in the 
Great Hall of the Church House, when 
Lady Muir Mackenzie (a Vice-President 
8.) spoke of the work of- Mrs, 
St, Clair Stobart’s Hospital, an enter- 
prise interesting to the 

.L.W.S., as it includes one of the 
members of the Executive Committee, 
Dr. Helen Hanson. The -Rev. F. M. 
Green was.in the chair, and Dr. Veley, 
Miss Rogers, and Dr. Letitia Fairfield 
also spoke... 


INTERNATIONAL SUFFRAGISTS 

The International Women’s Relief 
Committee, which has done such ad- 
mirable work in helping distressed 
women aliens since the beginning of 
the war, from the headquarters of the 
International Women’s Suffrage Alli- 
ance (7, Adam Street, W.C.), has now 
undertaken the difficult but excellent 
task of tracing those who have lost 
their friends through the war, They are 
in touch with the Comniittees doin 


| similar work in other countries, an 


the number of inquiries received show 
how necessary: this v pathetic task 
is. When the war and all its horrors 
are past and gone, this evidence of 
the international sisterhood of Suffra- 
ibe will perhaps be one of the few 
— spots to look back upon. 
ommittee informs us that a 
representative from a neutral country 
is shortly going to Belgium to bring 
one or two girls to this country. In- 
5 err concerning this should be ad- 
ressed to the Secretary of the I.W.R. 
Comntittee at the above address. 


-; COMING EVENTS 

The Women’s Freedom League will 
hold:a meeting at the Suffrage Club, 
York Street, on Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 3, at 3.30 p.m: Speakers: Mrs. 
M. W. Nevinson on “News of the 
War from First-Hand Letters,” and 
others. There will also be a meeting 
at the Suffrage Club on Friday, Feb- 
ruary 19, at8p.m. Mr. W. L. George 
will speak on “The Break Up of the 
Home.” 


_A meeting will he held in the West 
Hampstead Town Hall, Broadhurst 


| Gardens, on Thursday, February 4, at 


8 p.m. Speakers: Mr. H. W. Nevin- 
son, Miss 8. Pankhurst, Miss Evelyn 
Sharp, and Mrs. Penn Gaskell. Chair: 
Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck. Tickets 
(2s.. 6d., 1s., and 6d.) may be obtained 
from Mrs. Penn Gaskell, 310, High 
Road, Kilburn, and Miss Batson, 178, 
Einchley Road. 


A public meeting of special import- 
ance to the relatives of soldiers and 
_gailors, and also to working women, 


taining a high moral tone.” 


| will be held at the Baths, Old Kent 


8, Adam Street, Strand. 
OBJECT :-—To 


The United Suffragists- 


UNITED SUFFRAGISTS | 
Telephone 5150 Regent: Colours: Purple, 
White, and Orange. 


secure a Government measure to give women | 
. the Vote on equal terms with men. 


Membership Card 


(1) Believe that men and women can usefully co-operate on equal terms in one | 


organisation for the enfranchisement of women. 


(2) Regard Woman Suffrage as the foremost 
withont considering the interests of anv political party. | 

.(8). Recognise various forms of suffrage activity as of value, and are ready to con- 
| tribute any kind of, service according to their capacity and conviction. 
._* There is no fixed subscripiion or entrance fee, but members are 


political issue of the day, and will work 


relied upon to support the Society to the best of their ability. 


Membership 


Please write clearly. 


x 


Fill in the above Form an@post it tc— 


Han, United Suffragists, 9, 


is open to everyone who endorses the object of this Society, irrespective 
of membership of any other Society, militant or non-militant. ie 
+» I wish to join the United Suffragists, whose object F approve. 


Se eee See eee 


' ward the hygienic value of wool: 


Road, S.E:, on Friday, Feb 
Mas S. Pank 


5, ab . 
8 pm. Speakers: urst,° 
Miss Evelyn Sharp arid Mrs. Walker. 


See page 146 for United Suffragist 


meetings; 


| ECHO OF 18700 
In a little booklet entitled. “The ~ 
Romance of the Jaeger Company,” we 


are taken back to the war of 1870, 
when Dr. Jaeger was led to believe 


that. the troops had: greatly suffered 
through cotton underclothing and 
cotton-lined tunics, and ght for- 


large ahd y an. English 
company, foun ou these ideas in 
1883,,and starting with one small shop 
in’ Fore Street, speaks for the value 
and exeellence of Jaeger goods, which 
are specially commended to our 
readers by the fact that Messrs. Jaeger 
have been constant advertisers in this 
“paper. 


SPIERS & POND'S STORES. 


QUEEN VICTORIA ST., £.C. 
(Opposite to St. Paul’s Station.) 


We Buy | 
OLD GOLD & SILVER. 


Any Quantety Cheque by Return. 


ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
89, Upper Strect, London, N. 
ME. CHODWICK BROWN, Dental Surgeon. 


Mr. FREDK, G. BOUCHER, Assist. Deatal Surgoem, 
» Established 35 years. 
Gas Administered ggg 11 and 8, by 
a Qualified Medical FEE 7s. 6d. 
A record of 80,000 successfal cases. Nurse 


The Best Artificial Teeth from Se - 


Send Postcard for Pamphlet. Tel. No. 6848 
Central No Show-case at door. 


VOTES FOR WOMEN AND A GOOD 
LAUNDRY, | 


LAUNDRY, 


19, BEETHOVEN ST., KILBURN. 
HIGH CLASS WORK ONLY. 
SEND A POST CARD FOR PRICE LIST. 


No Hospitals or Hotel Contracts 
Taken. 


SELFRIDGE’S 


have taken this space in 
“Votes for Women” out 
of compliment to many 
of their who 
haveexpressed a wish that 
this House should be re- 
presented among the ad- . 


_-vertisers in this papere 


OXF ORD STREET, We 


Adam. Street, London, . 


im attendance, Mechanical work in all ite . 
branches. . 
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eS Suffrage Club, 8, York Street, St. James’, 


St. 


Pankhurst, 


Tickets 


ewater fitted; breakfast, . -bath, 


Fnglish 
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All must be To 
ensure insertion in our next issue, all 2d- 
wertisements must be received not later than 
Tuesday morning. Address, the Advertise- 
ment Manager, VorTgs FOR 4-7, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, B.C. 
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insertion, 24 wards or less, 1s. 64. 1 4a 


e price of three). . 


CLAS SIFIED.. ADVERTISEMENTS. 


per word for every additional word (four insertions all 


NEXT SUNDAY'S SERVICES 


MARY - AT - HILL. — Church 

Army Church, Eastcheap. Sun- 
days, 8 and 6, views, orchestra, band. 
Prebendary Carlile. 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS | 


ISS MURIEL MATTERS’ . Lec- 
ture, Ibsen’s Social Dramas,” the 


February 2, 8 p.m. tickets, 


uesday, 
6d... 1s., and 
5, Duke Street, 


Charing Croes. New address. 


PUBLIC MEETING, The Baths, | 
; Feb- | 
ies Sylvia 


Old Kent Road, S. E., Rriey 
ruary 5,8 p.m. § 
Pankhurst, Miss velyn Sharp. Chair: 
Mrs. Walker.- Admission free. Tickets: 
6d.., from 39, Radnor Street, 
Peckham ; 42, Keston Road, - Dulwich ; 
and 409, Ola Ford Road, Bow 


HE WOMEN’S FREEDOM 
LEAGUE 24 public meetings at 

the Suffrage Club, 3, York Street, Jer- 
afte Street, Piccadilly, each Wed 
mn at 3.80. Speakers, February 8, 

M. W. Nevinson on “News of the 


kers: 


Wan from First Hand Letters,” and 


others. Admission free. 


OMEN AND WAR.—Meéeting, 
West Hampstead Town Hall, Thurs. 
day, February 4, 8 p.m. Chair, Mrs. 
Cavendish Bentinck. Sveakers: H. W. 
‘Nevineon, “‘ Life and the War’’; Sylvia 
and the 
Movement”; Elinor Penn 
in our Midst” 
Sharp, “‘ Atrocities of War and Peave.” 
, Is., 6d., from 310, Higa 
‘and 178, Finchley Road, 
Hampstead. Proceeds ‘will be devoted 


to work for poor in End 
leeden. | 


OMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 
Meeting at the Suffrage 
‘Club, 3, York Street, Jermyn Street, 
Piceadilly, Friday, February 19, _at 8 
Aw Speaker, Mr. W. L. George, ‘‘ The 
reak-up of the Home.” Tickets: 1s. 
. unreserved, from W.F.1.., 
2, Robert Street, Adelphi. 


BOARD RESIDENCE, Etc. ~ 


ABSOLUTE Privacy, Quietude and 

and imperial Ho opposite aiety 
‘Theatre, ladies will find the freshest, ; 
warmest, daintiest, cosiest quarters; | 
sumptuous bedroom, with h. and c. 

attend- 
at 
cial terms long stay; 


provisions. —Manageress, 


Gaskell, 


ance, and lights, from 5s 
sion 9e ; 


4788 Ge. rard. 


offered by. 


Bye & bed and, breakfast from 
aily, 10s. 6d. weekly full board. 
from 18s. —Miss Kilbey, 5, Guilford 


> 


OARD-RESIDENCE, superior, at 
Beacon 26, Kensington Gar- 
og Park, close Queen’s 
be; ideal facing Gar- 

aes most comfortable, quiet, excellent 
cooking, select, and relia le; ‘from 25s. 


full; 2is. partial. 


OARD-RESIDENCE, with partial 
board, from oma guinea a week; 
with full board, from 30s. Delightful 
situation. Inclusive terme arran <4 
according to requirements.— Write 
West Heath House, Child’s 


Hill, N. W. Telephone, Hampstead 
5497. 
RIGHTON. — TITCHFIELD 


HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, ' 
off Marine Parade. Good table, con-- 
‘genial society. Terms from 25s. etal 
—Mre. Gray, W.S.P.U. 


t R ESIDENTIAL CLUB for Ladies. 


Cubicles, with board, from 18s. 6d.; 
Rooms moderate; also by the day —Mrs. 
Campbell - Wilkinson, 49, Weymouth 
Street, Portland Place, London, W: 


6d., from the Inter- 
-mational Suffrage Shop, 5 


om2n’s | 


nesday 


Evelyn 


‘at "Sea. Views Letch worth.—Prinéipal, . Miss? 
Brighton, ‘Tel. .1702. s from 64 _PAGE BOOK about HERBS | ¥ wright, M.A.; staff. inoltitiie 
ed. ne Réform diet required, ‘and HOW TO .USE and “Oniversity graduates; pre-— 
my free. Send* for one.—Trim for proressional. entrance exami- 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond iff. atts, 7 
TO BE LET Ok SOLD.” Hatabliehed 1879- ar 
URNISHED STUDIO to let at ad- | CATIONAL HO 
dress lovely double room, DA MOORE Lessons in Singing, Progressive ‘Thought lines. Printi 
with view “of avers with Voice Production, Diotion. Visits | Richardson, B.A. The 80 
attendance.—S ‘House, ‘The Mall, Brighton, Winchester weekly; West stands in its own grounds, where tennis, 
Chiswick. Pak Walk Fim owe Mansions, and cricket are ple Home . 
ndon, 8.W. Thorough tuition. Entire 
nis rooms s. each or ladies an ‘ te 
weekly, suitable for women workers; | and class tuition; ty MARY LAYTON, F. 0. 
or one large, 14s.; near Tube, restau- | trial free any time. Send ard for (Hon. Organist to the W.S.P.U.).. 
rants.—Box 660. Vorzs ror Women, | Hlustrated Booklet.—Dept. V., Voice Culture for Singers and 
4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street. _ } Golden Square, Regent Street, Ww. Private Lessons in Singing: emetne | 


founded \ 


British Co. 
under British Control. 


First & 


The soft pure “Jaeger” “wool 
chill and gives a. delightful sense of comfort. : 


“Jaeger” on a garment guarantees Quality 
and P urity, | 


The quality gives durability. buy 
“Jaeger” is therefore real economy. 


" Sold at fixed London prices in all principal towns, © 


LONDON JAEGER DEPOTS ; 


126, Regent Street, W. ~ 102, Kensington High Streei, W. 
456, Strand, W.C. 115, Victoria Street, BM. 
30, Sloane Street, S.W. 85-86, Cheapside, 


YOU Read Our Paper 


“If ‘not, fill in this tibia ead send it to the Publisher: of” 


vers FOR WOMEN, 4-7, Red Lion Court, 


I-wish'to beeome’s Subscriber to? for for 


| oburch Street, 


|. gay, 


ohn’s Wood, 


| ine thie advertisemen t). 


Classes and Ladies’ Choir 
change of address to “ The eee 
Fulham Park Road, 8.W. 


MOTOR 


A. PR ESTON Motor- 
Driving; ofh¢tially recommended by 


= * 


the R.A.C,.* Running repairs,” 
St. Mary Abbo botts 


DRESSMAKING. Ete. 


AY and Evening Dresses, - Coats, 
Skirts’ m to order. '—Misses 
r and Foot, 6, Bayley Street, Bed- 
gy W.C.. 


ATILOR-MADE COSTUMES. —Sale 
of Modele, from 2 guineas; 


from'$ guineas during Sale.—H. Nel 
geen, 14, Great gp d Street, Oxfor 
Street, ‘Oxford Gircus 


HY KEEP- USELESS JEWEL-' 
-LERY? The large London market — 
enables Robinson 5, Hamp- 
stead Road; Lo W., d 127, 
to the 
pricee for Gold, Silver, Platinum 
monds, Pearls ‘Emeralds, 
Antiques, Old ‘Teeth, 
condition, or quantity. 


Silver Plate, 
in any form, 

valuere 


and appraiser. Telephone 2086 North. 
All parcele, 


ELECTROLYSIS. Etc. 


NTISEPTIC ~ ELECTROLYSIS 
scientifically and effectually 


for Superfiuous Hair. ghest medical 
references. Special terms to 
in clerical work 
nsultation free.—Mies Marion ‘Lind- 
85, Canibridge . Place, Norfolk 
Ww. Telephone: : 38307 


| pate It is the only 


LAUNDRY. 


Serge 
and Tweed costumes, made to measure, | 


Fen- 


‘MODEL LAUNDRY the 


work a epeciality, Dainty fabrics. 
description treated with special 
and silks washed in die 


tilled water. No chemicals used. Best - 
labour only be Prompt colleo- 
deliveries. — Bullens, 


| tion; 


ouse Landry, 
Acton W. 


Green, 
BUSINESS, Etc. 


ANY amount of children’ s, ladies’, 
and ‘gentlemen’s clothes 
value remitted. — Suffra 


Reynolds Road, 


Dress Agency, 168, Battersea Rise, 8.W. 


| Alterations, Re- 
pairs, in te, at reasonahle 

by feliable Workmen; fny dis- 
estimates free.—Horace Buely 
U.8.), 30, Woronzow Road, St.. 
Tel. 852 Hampst2ad. 


(Member U 


bought; 
tte- 


DES K DELICIOUS | SALUTARIS 
| GINGER ALE. Absolutely safe; 
made from distilled water. A-k your 
grocer or write, Salutaris Company, 236, 

ham Road, London, '8.W. (mention- 


LINEN AT SALE PRICES! 
Snaw-white Irish - Hem-. 


Larne, reland, 


stitched Sheets, 2 x 3 yards, 163. 8d. per. . 
pair; usually 236. only 20 
Catalogue free! — 
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